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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method comprising: 

executing at a processor core module of a system on a chip (SOC) a first MSR 

access command, the MSR access command comprising a first destination 
address and a first destination data; and 

providing, in response to executing the first MSR access command, a first access 
request an external bus port to access an external device, the first access 
request including the first destination address and the first destination data 
and the external device being external the SOC. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

providing, in response to executing the first MSR access command, a second 
access request including the first destination address and the first 
destination data to a bus interface module, wherein the bus interface 
module is part of the SOC; and 

wherein providing the first access request is further based on providing the second 
access request to the bus interface module. 

3. The method of claim 2, further comprising: 

providing, in response to providing the second access request, a third access 

request including the first destination address and the first destination data 
to a peripheral interface module, wherein the peripheral interface module 
is part of the SOC; and 

wherein providing the first access request to the external bus port further 
comprises the peripheral interface module providing the first access 
request. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the second access request includes providing 
the second access request to a first bus coupling the processor core module to the bus 
interface module and wherein the third access request includes providing the third access 
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request to a second bus coupling the bus interface module to the peripheral interface 
module. 

5. The method of claim 3 further comprising: 

executing at the processor core a second set of MSR access commands, the 

second set of MSR access commands comprising one or more MSR access 
commands; and 

configuring, in response to executing the second set of MSR access command, at 
least a portion of the bus interface unit. 

6. The method of claim 5 wherein configuring further comprises address 
information to prevent a memory location associated with the first destination address 
from being accessed in response to a memory access command. 

7. The method of claim 6, wherein the address information comprises address 
mapping information. 

8. The method of claim 6, wherein the address information comprises address 
masking information. 

9. The method of claim 6 wherein configuring further comprises defining the 
memory map to prevent the memory location associated with the first destination address 
from being accessed in response to an 10 access command. 

10. The method of claim 5 wherein configuring further comprises defining a 
memory map to prevent a memory location associated with the first destination address 
from being accessed in response to an 10 access command. 

1 1 . The method of claim 1 , wherein providing the first access request to the 
external bus port further comprises a peripheral interface module providing the first 
access request. 



1458-P0009 Patent Application.doc 



-27- 



Attorney Docket No.: 1458-P0009 



12. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

accessing a first external peripheral when the first destination address has a first 
value; and 

accessing a second external peripheral when the first destination address has a 
second value. 

13. A system comprising: 

a processor core portion to decode an MSR write command; 

a first interconnect path to provide an address associated with the MSR write 

command from the processor core to a first external port; and 
a second interconnect path to provide data associated with the MSR write 

command from the processor core to a second external port. 

14. The system of claim 13 further comprising: 

a processor core portion to decode an MSR read command; 

a third interconnect path to provide an address associated with the MSR read 

command from the processor core to a third external port; and 
a fourth interconnect path to provide data associated with the MSR write 

command to the processor core from a fourth external port. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the second external port and the fourth 
external port are the same port. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the first external port and the third external 
port are the same port. 

17. The system of claim 16, wherein the first external port and the second 
external port at are mutually exclusive. 

18. The system of claim 16, wherein the first external port and the second 
external port comprise common output nodes. 
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19. The system of claim 13 further comprising: 

a bus interface unit comprising a first portion of the first interconnect path and a 
first portion of the second interconnect path. 

20. The system of claim 19 further comprising: 

a peripheral interface module comprising a second portion of the first interconnect 
path and a second portion of the second interconnect path. 

21. The system of claim 13 further comprising: 

a first external device coupled to the first external port and the second external 
port. 

22. The system of claim 13 wherein the first external device is coupled to the 
third external port and the fourth external port. 

23. The system of claim 21 further comprising: 

a second external device coupled to the first external port and the second external 
port. 

24. A system comprising: 

a means for executing at a first MSR access command, the MSR access command 
comprising a first destination address and a first destination data; and 

a meads for providing, in response to executing the first MSR access command, a 
first access request an external bus port to access an external device, the 
first access request including the first destination address and the first 
destination data and the external device being external the SOC. 
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